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What means Liveable?

4A liveable city is a city that provides a high quality of life 

for its citizens

4This requires:Economic strength,Social balance,Ecological viability

4All these elements are interdependent

18.05.2011London Brussels Vienna

ÁLiveable Cities & Urban Life 



Other factors:

4Safety/Crime

4Schools and education

4Recreation

4Political stability

4Availability of 

goods/services

4Economic/Business 

conditions 18.05.2011

What influences Liveability?

Direct transport related factors:

ÁInfrastructure

ÁAccessibility 

ÁQuality of architecture 

ÁUrban design

ÁPublic Transportation

ÁPublic places

Á...etc.

ÁLiveable Cities & Urban Life 



18.05.2011

Á In a survey conducted among companies of the services sector in 
London access to public transport was ranked the most 
important location factor.

Source: CB Richard Ellis, 2008.
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Á Vienna, Austria (1st)

Á Zurich, Switzerland (2nd)

Á Geneva, Switzerland (3rd )

Á Vancouver, Canada (tied 4th)

Á Auckland, New Zealand (tied 4th)
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ÁDüsseldorf, Germany (6th)

ÁFrankfurt, Germany (7th)

ÁMunich, Germany (7th) 

ÁBern, Switzerland (9th) 

ÁSydney, Australia (10th) 

Mercer Quality of Living Survey 2010 ïTop 10 (worldwide):

Vienna Zurich Munich

Source: VBZ Zurich, 2009, http://vbz.ch. 

Rankings of Quality of Living (1)
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ÁFailures in Urban and Transport Planning
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Source: Xie/GTZ 2006, Beijing

Trends in cities

Á Rapidly increasing car 

ownership and use

Á Declining mode share of public 

transport, walking, and cycling

Á Declining city centres; rapid 

decentralisation into car-

oriented suburban sprawl

Focus was given to road 

design : 

Á More infrastructure    

for cars

Á More space for 

motorized vehicles

Á Unsustainable focus


